
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Radhika Devraj       

Department: Pharmacy        Phone Number: (618) 650-5137 

E-mail Address: rdevraj@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 2000 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 2 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   PHEP 795 – Independent Study 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 1 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Sullivan's Pharmacy locations (Mount Olive, Gillespie, and Staunton) 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
We initiated a research project in Spring 2017 involving the design of an infograph to improve Herpes Zoster 

vaccination rates in a pharmacy setting. The next step after the infograph design is actual use of the infograph to 

determine its value in increasing Herpes Zoster vaccination rates. We are now in this second step and would like an 

URCA student to assist us with data collection.  

Data collection will involve sharing the infograph with eligible pharmacy customers, seeking their participation in 

the study, and asking them to complete a survey designed for the study. If time permits, and data collection is 

complete, the student will also assist with data entry and analysis. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

Student responsibilities will include:  

   a) confirming eligibility of customers with the pharmacist on duty,  

   b) Approaching them to seek their consent, sharing the infograph, and then the self-administered survey designed 

for the study.  

   c) The student must be available to answer any questions that arise during data collection process, or administer 

the survey to those that need it.  

   d) Be available for data entry and assist with analysis. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

By the end of the experience, the student will have gained a thorough understanding of the research process 

involving data collection. They would also have gained an appreciation of how independent pharmacies operate and 

how to engage with customers. They will also gain valuable communication skills, which are particularly helpful for 

students in health care (for patient counseling) and for non health care fields where involvement with customers is 

essential. Potentially, they may also learn how to be meticulous with data entry and analysis.  

     



Students involved in this project will gain exposure to research, and an understanding of behavioral and social 

administrative research process. Also, they will gain an understanding of various areas of pharmacy practice 

research that exist, besides lab research. Additionally, they will be in a better position to use their experience to 

make future career decisions, particularly if they are pharmacy students. While student involvement in this project 

might be more meaningful for pharmacy students, any student willing to meet the needs of the study data collection 

process can gain common skills necessary for any type of research (meticulousness in data collection and 

communication) from this research experience. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The student must be willing and take initiative to co-ordinate with the pharmacist co investigator of the study to 

arrange their times for data collection each week. However, the pharmacist co- investigator will work with the 

student's schedule to determine times. If weekends are convenient for the student, this might also be a possibility 

based on the mutual availability of the pharmacist and student. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Student(s) must provide their own transportation and be willing to travel to data collection sites. The sites will be 

various Sullivan's Pharmacy locations (Mount Olive, Gillespie, and Staunton). 

 


